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Background 1

 The Environmental Economics Policy Forum for

Ethiopia (EEPFE) (EfD Ethiopia) organized an

international workshop in September 2007 to discuss

issues in the forestry sector.

Workshop attracted participants from federal and

regional governments, non-governmental

organizations, donors, researchers and experts from

research institutes and universities in and outside

Ethiopia.



Background 2

Proceedings of the workshop and an associated

policy brief prepared and disseminated in

response to request by stakeholders.

A follow-up meeting on forestry research and

policy held in March 2008 to discuss new

developments and issues for research.



Background 3
 Stakeholders, including government officials, suggested

the need to focus on sites within watersheds identified for
an integrated program (then) called Country Partnership
Program for Sustainable Land Management (CPPSLM).

 Program run by the Ministry of Agriculture supported by
the World Bank, giz and others

 Discussions with various stakeholders concluded the need
to inform policy makers about the role forests/trees play in
the livelihood of households



Background 4
 This will in turn lead to changes in behaviour and

necessary measures that could be taken to reduce

deforestation and increase forest cover.

 This led to the initiation of the research project on

‘Household forest values under varying management

regimes in rural Ethiopia’



Broad objective of project

to examine the role of forests/trees in the livelihoods of

households under varying forest management

regimes.



Data collection 1

 Survey conducted in 2009 based on districts selected

for CPPSLM program

 Data collected when the SLM program started (could

serve as baseline for future evaluation of impacts)

 Sites with-in and outside the watersheds (for

comparison/impact evaluation)

Major four regions of the country: Amhara, Oromiya,

SNNP and Tigray

 Ten districts (Woredas) and 40 Kebeles

 Total of 600 households



Data collection 2
 Household level survey data on

-Socioeconomic characteristics of households

-Land certification

-Forest resource use, institutions

-Energy consumption and production

-Agricultural activities: input use (incl. labour allocation)
and production

-Shocks and expenditure

-Credit, off-farm activities, livestock ownership, water
collection, risk and time preference



Data collection 3
Community level survey

-geography, climate, demographic characteristics,

infrastructure,

-land use and forests,

-shocks,

-use and availability of technologies,

-forest products and institutions

 Spatial data on:

-Forest cover, biomass availability



Outputs (so far) 1
At least five papers produced so far from this project under the

following topics:

 Private trees as household assets and determinants of tree

growing behavior

 Rural households’ coping mechanisms to fuelwood scarcity

 Valuation of community forestry using choice experiment

method

 Forest dependency, property rights and local level institutions

 Estimating and decomposing welfare impacts of forestry

programs



Outputs (so far) 2
 Other outputs from the EfD Ethiopia center on 

forestry and related issues:

 Common property forest management and on-farm tree 
planting

 Impacts of land certification on tree growing on private 
plots of farmers

 Impacts of the Productive Safety Net Program on tree 
growing and livestock holdings of rural households 

 Tree growing and tenure insecurity of rural households

 Biomass fuels and household behaviour 



Some results 1

Private trees as household assets

86% of households grew an average of

over 800 trees per household on an

average of < 2 ha of land/household



Some results 2

Rural households’ coping mechanisms to

fuelwood scarcity

Rural households in forest degraded areas
respond to fuelwood shortages by increasing
their labour input to fuelwood collection.

Those in relatively high forest cover areas are
not responsive to physical as well as
economic indicators of fuel wood scarcity



Some results 3

Forest dependency

NWFP contributed to 9% of income in the 
surveyed villages in Ethiopia; 

 In Tanzania, NTFP value accounted for an 
average of 12 percent of household annual 
wealth in surveyed villages 



Some results 4 

Welfare impacts of forestry programs

Common property forestry intervention has no 

effect on welfare of poor households,

Raised the welfare of rich households



Plan for 2011: 1

Using data collected in 2009 we plan to
do research on ‘Common Property
Forest Management: Implications for
REDD in Ethiopia’

Project presented at the EfD annual
meeting in October 2010.



Plan for 2011: 2

The project will begin to provide key insights

needed to understand whether CPFM in very

low income countries has a role to play in

REDD

More specifically the carbon sequestration
potential of CPFM will be examined



Other related research

‘Local common pool resource
management institutions in Ethiopia’

Impact assessment of interventions
including SLMP,
afforestation/reforestation projects (e.g.,
CDM type projects), REDD+ …
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